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GREENFIELD PLANNING BOARD 

Minutes of October 20, 2022 

6:00 p.m. 
John Zon Community Center, 35 Pleasant Street 

 

 

Chairperson Charles Roberts called the Planning Board meeting open at 6:01 p.m. 

 

PB MEMBERS PRESENT:  Charles Roberts, Chairperson; George Touloumtzis, Vice-chair; 

Nathaniel Hussey; David Chichester; and Amy McMahan, Alternate 

 

PB MEMBERS ABSENT: Emily Eash, Clerk 

 

ALSO PRESENT: Charles Kinney, Planning Board Alternate; and Eric Twarog, Director of 

Planning and Development. 

 

Approval of Minutes: 

 

MOTION: Moved by Touloumtzis, seconded by Chichester, and voted 4:0:0 to approve the 

meeting minutes of October 6, 2022 as amended. 

 

Chairperson Roberts elevated Amy McMahan as a full voting member. 

 

Presentations: 

 

a. Presentation on the Clinical & Support Options project at 60 Wells Street. 

 

The following project proponents were present: Bill Miller, CSO; Alyssa Larose, FCHRA; George Doyle, 

Jones Whitsett Architects; Rachel Loeffler, Berkshire Design Group; and members of Housing 

Greenfield, Greenfield’s housing community advocacy group.  Ms. Larose gave an overview of the 

proposed project.  She stated that they are using Heritage Surveying and Jones Whitsett Architects for the 

project.  They are looking to maintain the existing shelter at the property and provide 36 studio 

apartments as permanent supportive housing.  Ms. Loeffler presented the concept plan to the Board.  Ms. 

Larose presented the renderings of the project to the Board.  They are planning on a late November 

formal submission of the project.  Touloumtzis inquired on the number of existing beds in the shelter and 

how many there will be once the project is completed.  Mr. Miller responded that there are 30 existing 

overnight beds and 40 are proposed once the project is completed.  Touloumtzis inquired on parking for 

the residents.  Mr. Miller responded that the residents typically do not own vehicles but that providing 

parking for residents is a good idea that will be considered.  Chichester inquired on funding for the 

project.  Ms. Larose responded that the funding is coming from DHCD through the Community One Stop 
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for Growth Program and ARPA funding.  Chichester inquired if there will be any local funding for the 

project.  The proponents responded that they have been in communication with the Mayor for some local 

funding and that they will be using tax credits for the project.  The total development cost is 

approximately twenty (20) million dollars with about 98% coming from the outside.  Touloumtzis asked 

about pollinator plantings for the open space area(s).  The project proponents responded that they are 

considering this.  Hussey inquired on new employees as a result of the project.  Mr. Miller responded that 

a few additional jobs will be added but the primary benefit will be increased and improved collaborations.  

Current staffing is 20-25 employees.  Toulumtzis asked if the shelter residents will be able to still stay in 

the shelter between the hours of 8:00 AM and 4:00 PM.  Mr. Miller responded that is their goal.  Roberts 

inquired if they reached out to the neighbors about the project.  The project proponents responded yes. 

Chairperson Roberts allowed public comment which included the following: 

 

Al Norman, Grinnell Street, Greenfield 

Mr. Norman inquired if the existing residents of the shelter will have priority for the permanent housing.  

The project proponents answered his questions and described their services program.  Chronic 

homelessness is defined as one (1) year or more of homelessness.  The list of people waiting for housing 

is 175. 

 

Pamela Goodwin, 54 High Street, Greenfield 

She is a member of Housing Greenfield.  Ms. Goodwin spoke in support of the project. 

 

Susan Worgaftik, Housing Greenfield 

Ms. Worgaftik spoke in support of the project. 

 

Hussey inquired if this model for dealing with homelessness, once built, will draw others from outside the 

community.  Mr. Miller responded that it may but not to a significant degree.  They hope to break ground 

next summer. 

 

Action Items: 

 

a. Planning Board deliberation on the proposed Zoning Amendments to Section 200 7-17: Marijuana 

Establishments, Marijuana Indoor and Outdoor Cultivation of the Zoning Ordinance. 

 

The Board reviewed the memo dated October 12, 2022 from the Director of Planning and Development 

and made some revisions which the Board considered to be non substantive in nature. 

 

MOTION: Moved by Chichester, seconded by Touloumtzis, and voted 5:0:0 to forward a 

positive recommendation to the City Council on the proposed zoning amendments to 

Section 200 7-17: Marijuana Establishments, Marijuana Indoor and Outdoor 

Cultivation of the Zoning Ordinance as revised. 
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Discussion Items: 

 

a. Discussion with Clara Lopez on a potential zoning amendment to allow carport and other structures 

that do not meet current setback requirements to be allowed. 

 

Director Twarog gave a brief history of why Ms. Lopez is before the Board.  Ms. Lopez explained why 

she is making this request.  The Board discussed the issue and reached consensus to discuss this further at 

a future meeting. Ms. Lopez offered, and the Board accepted, to email them information relative to her 

property and her request. 

 

Board and Staff Reports: 

 

Chichester reported that the CPC reviewed and accepted all pre-applications with some being reduced in 

scope. 

 

Adjournment: 

 

MOTION: Moved by Hussey, seconded by Chichester, and voted 5:0:0 to adjourn the Planning 

Board meeting at 8:22 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Eric Twarog, AICP 

Director of the Department of Planning & Development 


